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John 10: 7-30    The Good Shepherd     11th May 2025 

Prayer: Good shepherd, lead and guide us through your word and by your holy spirit this 
morning we pray.  Amen. 

Baa, little baa…I used to love making the sheep sound when I read this book to our kids.  
It’s called ‘Little baa’ and it’s about a lamb that gets lost, and its mother goes to find it.   
She was desperate to find her lamb so she could continue to feed and protect her loved 
one.  With the help of the shepherd and sheep dog, the mother sheep eventually finds her 
young one.   They recognize each other’s “baa’s” as well as the spotty ears and familiar 
smell.  A nice story for Mother’s Day as we think of the special bond and care Mother’s 
have for their children놴놲놵놶놷놳 And as we reflect on Jesus the good shepherd who loves and 
seeks his lost sheep. 

We read in John chapter 10 that Jesus calls and leads his sheep by name.  They know his 
voice and they trust him.  The image of sheep and shepherding is used throughout the 
bible, and it would have been a well understood illustration, not so much for us today. 

 In the Middle East a shepherd’s role is different from the droving type we have here in 
Australia.  We might picture a farmer on a motorbike or with a dog rounding them up from 
behind but in the Middle East the shepherd calls and leads the sheep from the front.  He 
can do this because he knows them well, and they know him.  

Driving around Gippsland we have a lot of cattle, but there are plenty of sheep to be seen 
as well!  To me sheep all look pretty much the same, but to a shepherd who spent so 
much time with them he could tell them all apart by their colourings, or length of ears or 
different sounding baas.  The shepherd might even have names for the sheep that he calls 
them by…long ears, spotty tail, lazy one.  And the sheep will only follow if they recognize 
their shepherds voice, he is the one the sheep trust.  Another person may use the same 
name but won’t have the same voice and the sheep won’t budge.  

Jesus says he is the shepherd who knows and calls his sheep by name.  He say’s “I am the 
good shepherd”.  It is one of his “I am” statements (I am the way, the truth, and the life, I 
am the light of the world etc).  So, it is a statement to take note of.  And he is not just any 
shepherd he is the good shepherd.   

In Ezekiel 34 the prophet speaks against the ‘bad’ shepherds who did not care for their 
flock but rather only looked out for themselves.  Listen for a prophetic word about Jesus… 

34 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy 
and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Woe to you shepherds of Israel who only take 
care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? 3 You eat the curds, clothe yourselves 
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with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take care of the flock. 4 You have not 
strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the strays 
or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally. 5 So they were scattered because 
there was no shepherd, and when they were scattered they became food for all the wild animals. 6 My 
sheep wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. They were scattered over the whole earth, 
and no one searched or looked for them. 

7 “‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8 As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, 
because my flock lacks a shepherd and so has been plundered and has become food for all the wild 
animals, and because my shepherds did not search for my flock but cared for themselves rather than for 
my flock, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 10 This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I 
am against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock. I will remove them from tending 
the flock so that the shepherds can no longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from their mouths, 
and it will no longer be food for them. 

11 “‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 12 As 
a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue 
them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them 
out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will 
pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 14 I will 
tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they 
will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of 
Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. 16 I will 
search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the 
sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.  (echoes of psalm 23) 

The Lord says he will be their shepherd and feed and protect them.  He will rescue them.  
Jesus is the fulfilment of this scripture and would have it in mind as he proclaims in John 
10; “I am the good shepherd”.  

Jesus is one who has come to rescue the lost sheep.  Jesus says…I call you by name.  
Follow me.  For I can be trusted. 

The Pharisees had tried to suggest that Jesus couldn’t be trusted – they kept trying to 
damage his name.  In the previous chapter of John when Jesus had healed a blind man, 
they were incensed that he had healed on the Sabbath.  They suggest that he was demon 
possessed.  The Pharisees are the wolves in sheep’s clothing.  They are the bad 
shepherds as described in Ezekiel. 

Jesus says don’t listen to false voices who are leading you astray.  Listen to me I am the 
one good and true shepherd.  I am not self-appointed like the false shepherds, I am sent 
by the Father, listen to my voice and I will lead you in truth and light.  
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Jesus loves his sheep – so much that he will lay his life down for them.  That is what a good 
shepherd was prepared to do.  Think of King David as a boy shepherd killing lions and 
bears to protect his sheep. (1 Samuel 17:34) And Jesus says he lays down his life 
voluntarily to protect his sheep– look at verse 18 – I lay it down of my own accord.  That is 
what the Father sent him to do to rescue his loved flock.  But not just the Israelites, Jesus 
says there are other sheep that he will bring in also so they can be united under one 
shepherd.  God sent Jesus to rescue the whole world…Jews and Gentiles alike.  And 
especially sinners.  After the pharisees accuse him of eating with sinners in Luke 15, Jesus 
tells a parable of the shepherd who has 100 sheep and leaves the 99 to go and find the 
one who is lost.  Jesus doesn’t want to lose even one sheep. 

God is in charge of this whole rescue operation.  Jesus says he lays his life down, but 
verse 17 says only to take it up again.  He is referring to his death and then his 
resurrection.  And he is doing all this under the authority of God, by his command.  We 
have just celebrated the fulfilment of this plan at Easter.  Jesus’ death and resurrection 
are the crux of our Christian faith. 

In John’s first letter chapter 3, he continues to talk about Jesus’ sacrificial love for us.  And 
as Jesus followed the Fathers command, so we are to follow Jesus’ command to love one 
another.  John says we ought to lay down our lives for one another, just as Jesus did to 
show us the greatest love.  John 15 verse 13 says Greater love has no one than this; to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends.  Jesus demonstrated his love for us by laying down his 
life. 

You might be thinking ‘but surely, I am not called to die for someone am I?’  Well probably 
not…but would you be prepared to if the occasion arose?  Would you throw yourself in 
front of the bullet meant for the person standing beside you?  That’s what Jesus did.  Just 
the other week we remembered those who gave their lives to protect others as we 
commemorated Anzac Day.   

Giving of our lives will not be the same as Jesus – he is the only one whose death has 
brought forgiveness and eternal life.  But we are called to love others sacrificially.  It is a 
love that gives without counting the cost, that gives without any thought of return, that 
doesn’t weigh up if it is deserved.  It is a love entirely without self-interest.  Reflecting on 
Mother’s today, Mother’s often give of themselves sacrificially…there is pain and 
sometimes heartache – or is that heartburn during pregnancy놴놲놵놶놷놳 and the birth itself, but 
the pain is all worth it to bring a little loved one into this world.  Then there are sleepless 
nights, putting your own needs on hold, worries – teenage years.  All for love.  
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Mothers go through pain to bring life into the world, but it is nothing compared to the 
suffering Jesus endured on the cross that we might have new life.   Jesus loves us even 
more than our earthly parents and he longs to not just give us life, but abundant life -full of 
his love, joy and peace and eternal life.  I pray that you know and receive that love and life. 

Out of the abundant love and life we receive we are to reach out to others, not just with 
words but with actions.  Think about how you can show God’s love to others.  We do it in 
small ways like giving to missions, bringing in food for emergency relief, caring for our 
neighbours, friends, and family.  In this individual focussed generation, we are told to look 
out for ourselves first…God’s commands are countercultural, he calls us to deny 
ourselves, follow Jesus and love as he loves.  Costly love.   

Ask God to show you how he wants you to love others.  Forgiving, healing, helping, 
comforting, giving, listening, sharing the good news of God’s love. 

God loves all his sheep, and he longs for the lost to be found in him.  He knows them by 
name, and he has opened the gate for them to be rescued.  He calls us to join him in 
seeking and loving the lost sheep that they too may receive his amazing love, grace, and 
abundant life.   

Let’s pray… Thank you Lord for your abundant sacrificial love, for dying that we may live.  
May we truly know you as our good shepherd, trusting you and listening to your voice as 
you call our name and follow where you lead.  In Jesus name Amen. 

 


