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Lord Jesus, open our hearts and minds to hear from you as we look at word. Amen.

What do you do when you are feeling a bit lost, confused, unsure? We may seek to do
something familiar at those times to ground us, to try and make things feel normal and
okay again.

| wonderifthatis why Peter went fishing that day with six other disciples. His world had
been turned upside the past 3years as he had followed Jesus, and then more recently all
he thoughthe knew about Jesus and about himselfhad been challenged enormously. He
had said he would never deny Jesus and he had done it 3 times just as Jesus had
predicted. Then his Lord was crucified, and he was shocked, grieved, angry at himselfand
perhaps at Jesus for dying. But then Jesus appeared, resurrected- bringing peace and
new hope.

In Mathews gospel we read that Jesus told them to go to Galilee and wait for him there.
And so, it was by the sea of Galilee that Jesus appeared to the disciples again.

We don’t know how long they had been waiting and maybe they were beginning to
doubt...so Peter went back to what he knew. Fishing.

As | said last week, John’s gospel feelslikeitfinishes at the end of chapter 20. Jesus had
appeared to the disciples, showed Thomas his resurrected body breathed on them with
the Holy Spiritand sendsthem out. Then Johnwrites aboutthe purpose of his book — that
we may read it and believe in the Messiah. Neat conclusion if you ask me.

Butthen thereis chapter21. It may have been a lateraddition, it’s a bit like an epilogue in
a book...and don’twe allwantto know what happened to Peter after he denied the Lord?

There was unfinished business between Peter and Jesus and this final chapter of John
deals with that.

It echoesthe beginning of theirrelationshipwhen Jesus first called Simon Peterin Luke 5
to leave his fishing nets and follow him to be a fisher of people. Just like this story Peter
had notcaught anything that night when Jesus instructed himto putoutin deepwaterand
the nets almost broke with the amount of fish they caught. Peterfell at Jesus feet that
morning declaring himselfto be a sinfulman, butthatdidn’t stop Jesus from calling him to
follow him.

Peter did follow Jesus; he did declare him to be the Messiah. He did love him, but he also
tripped up and he denied him. | wonder if Peter was feeling oh so unworthy now to be a
fisherforpeople, he was still feeling his sinfulness and didn’t think he could be the rock
and the leader that Jesus had called him to be.



So, he went back to his old familiar life.

Butthen...Jesus appears once more andthistime the unfinished business between them
isdealtwith. That’swhy this lastchapterofJohnmustbeincluded. It shows exactly why
Jesus came to earth and died and rose again. He came to bring redemption and
reconciliation, forgiveness and new life and purpose.

He cameto bringabundant life, life thatwe cannot achieve on our own. Peterwent back
to fish, the life he thought he knew, seeking some familiarity, some satisfaction, some
reward for labour...but he failed in his old profession that night, as he had when he first
met Jesus; he didn’t catch any fish. This would have just added to his feelings of
unworthiness, I’m sure. Butthen thereisthis bloke on the shore telling them to let down
theirnets on the otherside...theydon’trecognize this bloke straight away but I’m sure the
huge catch of fish would have given something away and the disciple Jesus loved (John)
says to Peter... “It’s the Lord”.

Peter did as Peter does and jumped straight into the water to get to Jesus first. He must
have been longing to see him...that love for Jesus was still so strong.

The Lord was there to bless them, instruct them, to remind them to rely on him...that he
will provide...abundantly. And did you note, that despite their doubts, their desertion of
him on the night of his betrayal, and they were back fishing, Jesus calls them friends?

And he was there to sort things out with Peter.

Jesus was already cooking breakfast to share with them, to feed them. He didn’t need
whatthey had caughtbut he invitesthem to bring some of the fish. Fish they only caught
under his guidance. He invites our participation. He then breaks the bread and if they
weren’t sure who he was before, they certainly were now. There may not have been wine
thistime, (it was breakfast!) butitwas certainly areminder no doubt of the last meal they
had with him when he broke bread.

They finished breakfast and it seems Jesus and Peter perhaps went for a little walk on
theirown alongthe shore. | wonder how Peter was feeling, was his heart beating a little,
waiting to be rebuked, disciplined or thinking that Jesus is going to tell him how
disappointed he was with him for denying him? Thatis what we’d expectisn’tit? When
someone lets us down, we like to let them know they have disappointed us don’twe. |
know | have used that line with our children at various times...and it makes them feel
sorry, for we don’t like disappointing people we love do we?

Jesus already knew how Peter was feeling, he knows all our thoughts and feelings. He
knew Peter would be feeling shame and guilt. Jesus doesn’t accuse Peter or tell him he
should have donebetter...he had beenthe one who told Peter he was going to deny him.
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But at the same time, he doesn’tignore the fact that the denial happened, he doesn’t
ignore the factthat Peterisfeelingbad. He speaks into Peter’s pain and he restores him.

Three times Peter had denied Jesus, three times Jesus asks himif he loves him. This hurts
Peter, for it reminds him of his sin, of his denying Jesus. Peter simply says, ‘Yes Lord, |
love you, you know that | love you, Lord you know all things; you know that | love you.”
And how does Jesusrespond? He doesn’t spell outto Peterthat he forgives him, rather he
says; “Feed my lambs, take care of my sheep and feed my sheep.”

You mightthinkthese are rather strange responses, but Jesus is showing total forgiveness
here. We may say we forgive someone, but it might take us a while to really trust them
again. Here Jesus is trusting Peter with his own mission to be a shepherd. Jesus had
described himself as the shepherd of the sheep - protecting, feeding, calling them to
follow him—and here he is asking Peter to do that — he is entrusting his sheep to Peter.

Then he indicates thatitis not going to be easy, and that Peter too will have to lay down
his life. Butdon’t look back this time, just “follow me!”

Thisisthe same command Jesus gave him 3years ago, leave your fishing nets and follow
me, you will be a fisher of people, feeding and caring for my sheep. Butyou won’t be
doingitalone. | willbe withyou; | will provide foryou...look how | just showed you thatin
yourfishing nets. But also remember that | said those who follow me must pick up their
cross. Jesus had been to the cross for Peter, he’s been there for us. He suffered, and
there will be suffering as we follow Jesus —there are Christians being martyred today. We
may be mocked for our distinct Christian values.

Following Jesus willinvolve suffering, butitwill also involve triumph, for when Jesus went
to the cross, he enabled true freedom from sinand guilt. Petercould now be free from the
guilt he had been carrying; we can be free from the sin and guilt we carry...for Jesus
defeated death and triumphed over sin so that we could be reconciled, restored and live
an abundant life following him. What wonderful hope this is.

Jesus offers new beginnings. ThisfinalchapteroflJohnissoimportantasitillustrates that
wonderful redemption but also the commission we now have, to imitate Christ. To pick
up our cross, to follow in the ways of Jesus, to reach out to the lost sheep, to nurture, to
care forthem.

Peter was a changed man after this encounter with Jesus and after being filled with the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost he stood up empowered to be the rock on which Jesus was to
build his Church, to preach and proclaim the gospel. Peter was transformed.

As Jesus called Peter, he also stands on the shore and calls us to follow him. He forgives
usoursins. He restoresus. Hetrusts usto be his Church here; he wants usto participate
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in his mission, to share hope. He will help us catch fish or rather, people, for him. We
can’tdo itin our own strength, only with Jesus empowering us, as we listen to him.

Do you have any unfinished business with Jesus, before you go fishing?

You may feelunworthy like Peter, so do you know thatyou are forgiven? Do you know that
you are called? Doyou love the Lord Jesus as Peter loved him and went on to serve him?
God canreach people without us, and we hearamazing stories of people who have never
heard the gospel havingvisions and dreams of Jesus. Butwe also know of the great need
of people like you and me to participate in Jesus’s mission to spread the good news.
Thereisa new generation of people in Australia who no longer grow up hearing the bible
stories and gospel truths. And how will they hear if we don’t tell them as Paul says in
Romans 10:14...How can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how
can hearwithout someone preachingto them? And how can anyone preach unless they
are sent? We are to have beautiful feet bringing good news. Jesus sends us, asthe Father
sent him.

In this season of Hope25, | pray thatwe can share the hope we have, the hope we have in
receiving total forgiveness from Jesus, experiencing his grace. | pray that we will live as

restored and transformed disciples who are full of the spirit of God proclaiming his name,
caring for and feeding his people. Amen.



